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@willowbankpri

Willow Bank Primary

D e a r  P a r e n t s  a n d  C a r e r s ,

I  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  a l l  h a d  a  g o o d  w e e k  a n d  h a v e  m a n a g e d  t o  s t a y  w a r m .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e
t h a t  c a m e  a l o n g  t o  o u r  Y e a r  4  M u l t i p l i c a t i o n  T a b l e s  C h e c k  m e e t i n g  o n  T u e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n .  I t  w a s
v e r y  w e l l  a t t e n d e d  a n d  I  h o p e  y o u  f o u n d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  b y  M i s s  O y e b a n j i  h e l p f u l  i n
s u p p o r t i n g  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  h o m e  t o  l e a r n  t h e i r  t a b l e s  t h o r o u g h l y .

Y e a r  5  c h i l d r e n  o r g a n i s e d  a  p o e t r y  p e r f o r m a n c e  a f t e r n o o n  i n  t h e  h a l l  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  p e r f o r m e d
t h e i r  d e s e r t  p o e m s ,  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e i r  c o r e  t e x t ,  ‘ T h e  W o m a n  W h o  O u t s h o n e  t h e  S u n ’ .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  w r o t e  t w o  c o n t r a s t i n g  s t a n z a s  t o  d e s c r i b e  b o t h  t h e  b e a u t y  a n d  h a r s h n e s s  o f  t h e  d e s e r t
e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  i t  w a s  l o v e l y  t o  s e e  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  g r o w i n g  i n  s p e a k i n g  p u b l i c l y  i n  f r o n t  o f
a n  a u d i e n c e .  

A s  y o u  a r e  a w a r e  f r o m  r e c e n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  n a t i o n a l  t e a c h e r s ’  s t r i k e  f o r  a l l
N E U  m e m b e r s  o n  W e d n e s d a y  1 s t  o f  F e b r u a r y .  P l e a s e  d o  t a k e  t i m e  t o  r e a d  t h e  l e t t e r  t h a t  w i l l  g o
h o m e  t o d a y  p r o v i d i n g  d e t a i l s  o f  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  T h e  s c h o o l  w i l l  b e  c l o s e d  t o  c h i l d r e n  o n  t h i s  d a y
f o l l o w i n g  a  t h o r o u g h  r i s k  a s s e s s m e n t  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  s e n i o r  l e a d e r s  d u e  t o  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  s t a f f
n u m b e r s .  W e  a p o l o g i s e  f o r  t h e  s h o r t  n o t i c e .  I f  y o u  a r e  u n s u r e  o f  a n y t h i n g ,  m e m b e r s  o f  S L T  w i l l
b e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  g a t e  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  a n d  a f t e r n o o n  t o  a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  q u e r i e s .

F i n a l l y ,  t o d a y  w e  s a y  g o o d b y e  t o  M i s s  S a y e l l  w h o  g o e s  o n  m a t e r n i t y  l e a v e  t o  h a v e  h e r  f i r s t
c h i l d .  W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  M i s s  S a y e l l  f o r  a l l  h e r  h a r d  w o r k  t h i s  y e a r  i n  E a r l y  Y e a r s  a s  w e l l  a s
h e r  e x c e l l e n t  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  p h o n i c s  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l .  W e  k n o w  t h e
c h i l d r e n  w i l l  m i s s  h e r  b u t  k n o w  t h e y  w i l l  b e  l e f t  i n  t h e  v e r y  c a p a b l e  h a n d s  o f  M i s s  E b u n  - C o l e
w h o  w e  w a r m l y  w e l c o m e  t o  W B P .  

T h a n k  y o u  a s  a l w a y s  f o r  y o u r  o n g o i n g  s u p p o r t .  H a v e  a  r e l a x i n g  w e e k e n d .

B e s t  w i s h e s  

M r s  O l d f i e l d  
H e a d t e a c h e r

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/


2 7 T H  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3 ,  I S S U E  1 7

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e
s o m e  a m a z i n g  s c i e n c e
d o n e  b y  o u r  f a n t a s t i c

c h i l d r e n .  

R e c e p t i o n  a r e  l e a r n i n g  t o  r e t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  G i g a n t i c  T u r n i p .
W e  l e a r n t  a b o u t  l o t s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  v e g e t a b l e s  a n d  p l a n t e d  s o m e
s e e d s  o f  o u r  o w n .  W e  c a n ’ t  w a i t  t o  s e e  t h e m  g r o w !  

T h e  f o c u s  f o r  s c i e n c e  t h i s  t e r m  i s  A n i m a l s
i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  f o o d  c h a i n s  a n d  w i l l  l e a r n  t h a t
a n i m a l s  a n d  p l a n t s  d e p e n d  o n  e a c h  o t h e r .
H a v e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e i r  b r i l l i a n t  w o r k  o n
i d e n t i f y i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  l i v i n g  t h i n g s !  

T h i s  t e r m ,  Y e a r  1 ’ s  f o c u s  i s  A n i m a l s
i n c l u d i n g  h u m a n s .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n
r e s e a r c h i n g  a n d  c l a s s i f y i n g   t h e  A n i m a l
K i n g d o m .  H a v e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e i r  a m a z i n g  f a c t
f i l e  o n  f i s h  a n d  a m p h i b i a n s !
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Y e a r  3 ’ s  f o c u s  f o r  t h i s  t e r m  i s  R o c k s .  H a v e  a  l o o k  a t
t h e i r  a m a z i n g  w o r k  f r o m  w h e n  t h e y  e x p l o r e d  a n d
c h a r a c t e r i s e d  a  r a n g e  o f  n a t u r a l  a n d  m a n - m a d e  r o c k s
a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e y  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e
p r o p e r t i e s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r o c k s  a n d  f o s s i l s .  

Y e a r  4 ’ s  f o c u s  f o r  t h i s  t e r m  i s  A n i m a l s  i n c l u d i n g
h u m a n s .  T h e y  w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  h u m a n
d i g e s t i o n  s y s t e m  a n d  h o w  i t  w o r k s  a s  w e l l  a s
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  f o o d  c h a i n s  i n  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l .  H a v e  a
l o o k  a t  t h e i r  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f
t e e t h .

Y e a r  5 ’ s  t o p i c  f o r  t h i s  t e r m  i s  S p a c e .  T h e y  w i l l  b e
b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  f o r c e s  a n d  d e s c r i b e  t h e
m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  E a r t h ,  a n d  o t h e r  p l a n e t s  r e l a t i v e  t o
t h e  S u n  i n  t h e  s o l a r  s y s t e m .
Y e a r  5  h a d  a  b r i l l i a n t  t i m e  c r e a t i n g  a  b a l a n c e d
a r g u m e n t  o n  w h e t h e r  t h e  E a r t h  i s  f l a t  o r  r o u n d

Y e a r  6  S c i e n c e  f o c u s  f o r  t h i s  t e r m  i s  E v o l u t i o n  a n d
I n h e r i t a n c e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  f i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  h o w
l i v i n g  t h i n g s  o n  E a r t h  h a v e  c h a n g e d  o v e r  t i m e  a n d  b e
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a r e  p a s s e d
f r o m  p a r e n t s  t o  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w o r k e d
r e a l l y  h a r d  o n  e x p l o r i n g  h o w  l i v i n g  t h i n g s  a n d  f o s s i l s
p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  e v o l u t i o n .
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F e b r u a r y  3 r d  i s  N S P C C  N u m b e r  D a y !  A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  m a k e  m a t h s  e x c i t i n g  a n d
h i g h  p r o f i l e  i n  o u r  s c h o o l ,  w e ' v e  d e c i d e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a  f r i e n d l y  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n v o l v i n g
s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  K i n g d o m .  I t ' s  a  1 - d a y  c o m p e t i t i o n  w h i c h  s t a r t s  o n  F r i d a y  3 r d  F e b r u a r y
2 0 2 3  a t  0 7 : 3 0  a n d  e n d s  a t  1 9 : 3 0 .  I t ' s  a l l  d o n e  o n l i n e  v i a  p l a y . t t r o c k s t a r s . c o m .

C h i l d r e n  c a n  p l a y  i n  a n y  g a m e  m o d e  w i t h  e v e r y  c o r r e c t  a n s w e r  t o  a  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o r  d i v i s i o n
q u e s t i o n ,  e a r n i n g  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e i r  c l a s s ,  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  a  p o i n t .  T h e  T i m e s  T a b l e s  R o c k  S t a r s
p l a t f o r m  w i l l  c a l c u l a t e  t h e  c l a s s  a v e r a g e  ( t h e  n u m b e r  o f  c o r r e c t  a n s w e r s  p e r  p u p i l  i n  t h e  c l a s s
w h o  p l a y  d u r i n g  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  h o u r s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a  6 0 - m i n u t e  l i m i t  ( s e e  b e l o w ) ) .  W i n n i n g
c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  a n d  i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a s  a  w h o l e  w i l l  b e  t h e  o n e s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e s t
a v e r a g e .

T o  s u p p o r t  p l a y e r  w e l l b e i n g ,  t h e r e  i s  a  t i m e  l i m i t  o f  6 0 - m i n u t e s  p e r  p l a y e r .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,
e a c h  p l a y e r  c a n  e a r n  c o m p e t i t i o n  p o i n t s  f o r  u p  t o  6 0 - m i n u t e s  b e t w e e n  0 7 : 3 0  a n d  1 9 : 3 0  o n
F r i d a y  3 r d  F e b r u a r y .  O n c e  t h e  p l a y e r  g o e s  b e y o n d  6 0 - m i n u t e s  o f  p l a y  o n  t h a t  d a y ,  t h e y  w i l l
s t i l l  e a r n  c o i n s  b u t  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r  e a r n  p o i n t s  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n .

I n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  p l e a s e  d o n ' t  p l a y  o n  t h e i r  b e h a l f  b u t ,  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t
t h e m  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  d o e s n ' t  c a u s e  h i g h - s t r e s s  l e v e l s  o r  i m p a c t  o n  f a m i l y  p l a n s .

                     T h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  s t a r t s  i n  1 5  d a y s !  G o o d  l u c k !

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity
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W i l l o w  a n d  L u n c h t i m e  c l u b

W i l l o w  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  d o g  h a s  n o w  o f f i c i a l l y  m o v e d  i n t o  t h e
i n c l u s i o n  h u b  w i t h  M s  J o n e s  a n d  M s  W h i t e .  W i l l o w  i s  l o v i n g  h e r  n e w
h o m e  a n d  g e t s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  s u r r o u n d  h e r  s e l f  w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n
d u r i n g  b r e a k  a n d  l u n c h .  D u r i n g  t h e  d a y  W i l l o w  w i l l  a s s i s t  M s  J o n e s
w i t h  d a i l y  c h e c k  i n s .

S i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  w e  h a v e  b e g u n  o u r  t w o  l u n c h  c l u b s .  W e  h a v e  a
d r a w i n g  c l u b  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  J u n i p e r  c l a s s  a n d  a  g a m e s  c l u b
i n  t h e  I n c l u s i o n  h u b .  

T h e  c l u b s  a r e  o p e n  M o n d a y  t o  F r i d a y  a n d  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l
s t u d e n t s ;  S t a r t i n g  f r o m  Y e a r 1  t o  y e a r  6 .  T h e  c l u b s  g i v e  s t u d e n t s
t h e  s p a c e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  s o c i a l i s e  w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  b u i l d  o n  s h a r i n g
s k i l l s ,  f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  m u c h  m o r e .

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

INCLUSION AT WILLOW BANK 
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - % Yew - %

Hornbeam - % Mulberry - %

Alder - % Redwood - %

Laburnum - % Almond - %

Hazel - % Walnut - %

Larch - % Sycamore - %

  

THUNK OF THE WEEK

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

Don’t forget that your child should
be reading with you every day at
home and sign in the diary when
you have done so. It is helpful to
write which page they have read up
to and maybe even a short
comment on how well they did with
reading/answering questions.
Adults will be checking reading
records everyday.

EYFS and KS1 Parent
Reading Morning

Every Thursday from
8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 

WELL BEING

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  R e a d  w i t h  M e  v o l u n t e e r s  a t  W i l l o w
B a n k !  T h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  v i s i t  o u r  E Y F S ,  K S 1  a n d
K S 2  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n  r e a d .  I f  y o u
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  u s  f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s
o r  a n  h o u r  e a c h  w e e k ,  t h e n  p l e a s e  p o p  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e
t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  p i c k  u p  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n
p a c k .



Cosy
Corner

Come in for:
• Free tea and coffee
• Energy saving advice •
Use of charging points
• Cost of living support 
and advice

Everyone
is welcome!

For more information: 
www.peabody.org.uk/cosy-corners
JN: MKT_22_011/MARCH2022

Peabody is delighted to announce that Cosy Corners have been introduced at some of our community centres. These are dedicated for the
most vulnerable members of the community, for example, the elderly, isolated, and families who are struggling with energy bills or
finances. 
Each Cosy Corner offers something a little different. But whichever of our community centres people visit, they can find a warm and
friendly space to relax, keep warm and get advice about staying warm this winter. People will also be able to visit a Cosy Corner for:
• free tea and coffee
• energy saving advice
• use of charging points
• get support and advice about cost of living 
People can also speak to our community centre teams to find out about any other support we can offer you and your family.


