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KS1 Parent Reading Mornings- It was wonderful to welcome so many KS1 parents to
our first Parent Reading Morning of the new school year on Thursday! This weekly
event will take place every Thursday from 8:40 to 9:10 am, and we invite all KS1
parents to join their child in the classroom to share a book. Our goal is to inspire every
child to read daily, both at school and at home. We hope this helps to instil a lifelong
love of reading, and also enhances their confidence and progress across all curriculum
areas.
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Dear Parents and Carers,
It has been another busy week at Willow Bank filled with exciting learning opportunities Here is a roundup of
some highlights from this week, along with important updates.

Reception Settling In -  We are delighted to see how quickly our new reception children in
Magnolia Class have settled into their daily routines. The children have thoroughly
enjoyed exploring their indoor and outdoor provision, making new friends, and beginning
their phonics learning journey, setting a strong foundation for their future learning. Well
done, Magnolia Class!

Year 4 Almond Class Swimming Lessons - Year 4 have been
splashing their way through their weekly swimming lessons at
Crook Log Swimming Pool. These lessons are not only a fun way to
stay active but also teach a life-saving skill that will bring years of
enjoyment. The children are making excellent progress, and we are
incredibly proud of their efforts

Spelling Lists - Each child will bring home a list of spellings to learn as part
of their weekly home learning. These words will either come from their
high-frequency word list or focus on particular spelling patterns. Please set
aside a few minutes each day to practice these spellings with your child.
Your support is invaluable in helping them retain and recall key knowledge. 

Wishing You a Relaxing Weekend! As always, your involvement in your child’s learning is greatly appreciated,
and it makes a significant difference in their development. We hope you enjoy a restful weekend.
Best wishes,
  
Mrs Oldfield and the Willow Bank Team 

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
https://www.instagram.com/willow_bank_primary/
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Year 1

Year 2 Year 3

Year R

This week in whole class reading we focused on
the text Winnie The Witch! We read part of the
text and predicted what might happen to the
characters in the story using the text and
pictures to help us. We also started our guided
reading groups this week and have enjoyed
decoding and using prosody in our reading! 

This week reception have enjoyed exploring their new
reading corner in their classroom. They are also very
excited to be taking their school reading books home
each day to share stories with adults at home. 

In year 3, we have been exploring Reading Plus. Our
experiences of Reading Plus so far have been
nothing but positive! We are loving the wide variety
of different texts and genres available to us; an
extra incentive is the possibility of a certificate,
which we are all eager to earn.

In Year 2, children continue to build on their
reading skills with increased fluency and
comprehension. They explore a wider range of
texts, from storybooks to informational texts,
learning to recognise more complex words and
understand their meanings. Class reading
activities often include group reading sessions,
where they practice reading aloud and
independent reading time, allowing them to enjoy
books at their own pace. 
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Year 4 Year 5

Year 6
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Almond class are excited to be reading (This Morning I
Met a Whale) by Michael Morpurgo! They’re
captivated by this powerful story, sparking
meaningful discussions about nature, conservation,
and adventure.

Children in Year 5 are currently enjoying reading
"Children of Benin Kingdom." They are using strategies
such as prediction, evaluation, and summarising to
deepen their comprehension and engage more fully
with the story.

This term, year 6 have been considering their Big
Question: Is it Appropriate to Celebrate Law
Breakers? In reading, we began looking at the
book ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar. Our reading focus
was about asking questions, based on both the
cover as well as the first three chapters of the
story. This week, we started to develop our
summarising skills to give a succinct synopsis of
part of the story.
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Well done Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 99% Yew - 92%

Hornbeam - 96% Redwood - 97%

Almond - 91%

Hazel - 96% Walnut - 97%

Larch - 93% Sycamore - 97% 
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W e a r e  l ook i ng  f o r  Read  w i th  Me
vo lun t ee r s  a t  W i l l ow  Bank !  The se
vo lun t ee r s  w i l l  v i s i t  ou r  Y r  1  &  2
c la s s rooms  and  l i s t en  to  ou r  ch i l d r en
r ead .

I f  you  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  vo lun t ee r i ng  w i t h
u s  f o r  30  m i nu t e s  o r  an  hou r  ea ch  week ,
t hen  p l ea se  pop  i n to  t he  o f f i c e  t o  e xp r e s s
you r  i n t e r e s t  and  p i c k  up  ou r  app l i c a t i on
pack .

 Y1 and Y2 Parent Reading Morning

Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 

A reminder that we have our Chance To Chat.

As a school we provide ongoing support for the children’s wellbeing and mental heath to which one of
the methods is they can fill out a form while in school to express their worries. The form then gets placed
in the ‘Chance to chat’ box where it will be addressed by the wellbeing team.
We also have an online form which is located on the school website named ‘Chance to chat’.
The children can complete the form if they are worried about something or need some advice? A member
of staff will get back to the child at school.

Please copy the link below and paste in the search bar and it will direct you straight to the form.
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MvrWB2Z-r0qnuEuN-

giOI1CAPQc0X4RFje43giTliLNUOE5BWUFISE40VjBXODZYRVFITlNXVzZYNCQlQCN0PWcu

School Reminder
Children should not arrive earlier than 8.20am, for Bagel Breakfast club from 8.25am - 8.35am

School gates close at precisely 8:50am. After this time, entrance is via the school office 
and parents will need to sign your child/children in using the screen.
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Bexley are carrying out their annual
childcare sufficiency survey.

Please scan the barcode

The 111 NHS helpline number is now providing
support for those experiencing mental health
crisis. 

Copy the link for more information:
NHS England » NHS 111 offering crisis mental health
support for the first time 


