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willow_bank_primary

Dear Parents and Carers,

Proud to be part of

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. We wish you all a relaxing and enjoyable weekend.
Warm regards,

Mrs Oldfield and the Willow Bank Team

Before then, we have a busy and exciting week ahead:

This week, we have been incredibly proud of our Year 6 children as they
completed their SATs assessments. They have shown exceptional resilience, one of
our school’s core values, approaching each test with determination and a positive
attitude. We are immensely proud of their hard work and the way they have
supported one another throughout the week.

Across the rest of the school, children have been equally focused, particularly in their
writing. We’ve seen some excellent work produced and were especially impressed by
the persuasive arguments written by Year 5. Drawing on evidence from Macbeth by
William Shakespeare, they presented thoughtful responses to the question: Who is to
blame for the death of King Duncan?—a challenging task, handled with skill and
insight.

A reminder that this will be the final newsletter of this half term. School will be closed to
children on Friday 23rd May for an INSET day, followed by the half term break from Monday
26th to Friday 30th May.

Year 5 Shakespeare Workshop – Wednesday 21st May
Football match vs St Michael’s C of E School – Wednesday 21st May
Sycamore Class Assembly – Thursday 22nd May at 9:00am
Football match vs Parkway – Thursday 22nd May 
Redwood Class Trip to Crossness Pumping Station – Thursday 22nd May
INSET Day (school closed to children) – Friday 23rd May

Looking further ahead, please also note the following dates:

EYFS and KS1 Sports Day – Wednesday 4th June at 9:30am
KS2 Sports Day – Thursday 5th June at 9:30am

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
https://www.instagram.com/willow_bank_primary/
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Year 1

Year 2 Year 3

Year R

In this fun maths lesson, Year 2 used the grouping
method and counters to explore fractions like ½, ⅓, and
¼. They shared counters into equal groups and used
fraction shapes to see how wholes can be split fairly.
This hands-on approach helped them understand and
compare simple fractions with confidence. 

This term in Year 3, students participated in an
engaging, hands-on lesson using coin manipulatives to
learn about money. They practiced identifying,
counting, and combining coins to make different
amounts. This interactive approach made learning both
meaningful and fun, while helping to build important
math skills related to money recognition, counting, and
real-life problem solving. 

In Maths this half term, Year 1 have been diving into
the exciting topic of fractions! The children have been
learning to find halves and quarters of both objects and
numbers. Through hands-on activities, they explored
how to split shapes and items into equal parts and
discovered how to apply this knowledge to numbers. By
using practical examples and visual aids, the children
gained a deeper understanding of how fractions work in
everyday life. It has been wonderful to see their
confidence grow as they mastered this important
mathematical concept! 

This week in Magnolia Class, the children have been
exploring early addition through the use of ten frames.
We incorporated natural resources to support children's
understanding of number composition and one-to-one
correspondence. In line with the EYFS Mathematics Early
Learning Goals, the children practiced combining two
groups of objects to find a total, progressing to adding
numbers beyond 10. This hands-on approach
encouraged mathematical thinking, problem-solving,
and the development of key number skills in a
meaningful and engaging context.
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This term, Year 5 children are exploring geometry. They
are learning to find missing angles and deepening their
understanding of 2D and 3D shapes, their properties,
symmetry, and translating shapes using coordinates. They
are using hands-on manipulatives to support their
learning and build a strong visual understanding.

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

Year 4 Year 5

Year 6

In Year 4, we have been exploring the topic of money in our
maths lessons. The children have been learning to
recognise coins and notes, add and subtract amounts, and
solve real-life problems involving money.

In Maths, Year 6 have been consolidating their learning
in preparation for the SATS! We have been revising all
topics including percentages, angles and fraction and
we are so proud of the children as they applied their
knowledge in this week's tests. 

OUR CORE VALUE FOR
SUMMER TERM 1 IS

ASPIRATION  
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Well done Our target is over 96%

 Magnolia - 90% Yew - 98%

 Hornbeam - 94% Redwood - 97%

Almond - 85%

Hazel - 96% Walnut - 99%

Larch -98% Sycamore - 98% 

`

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

We a r e  l ook i ng  f o r  Read  w i th  Me
vo lun t ee r s  a t  W i l l ow  Bank !  The se
vo lun t ee r s  w i l l  v i s i t  ou r  Y r  1  &  2
c la s s rooms  and  l i s t en  to  ou r  ch i l d r en
r ead .

I f  you  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  vo lun t ee r i ng  w i th
u s  f o r  30  m inu t e s  o r  an  hou r  ea ch  week ,
t hen  p l ea se  pop  i n to  t he  o f f i c e  t o
exp r e s s  you r  i n t e r e s t  and  p i c k  up  ou r
app l i ca t i on  pack .

 KS1 & EYFS Parent Reading Morning

Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 

A reminder that we have our Chance To Chat.

As a school we provide ongoing support for the children’s wellbeing and mental heath to which one of the methods
is they can fill out a form while in school to express their worries. The form then gets placed in the ‘Chance to chat’
box where it will be addressed by the wellbeing team.
We also have an online form which is located on the school website named ‘Chance to chat’.
The children can complete the form if they are worried about something or need some advice? A member of staff
will get back to the child at school.

Please copy the link below and paste in the search bar and it will direct you straight to the form.
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MvrWB2Z-r0qnuEuN-

giOI1CAPQc0X4RFje43giTliLNUOE5BWUFISE40VjBXODZYRVFITlNXVzZYNCQlQCN0PWcu

School Reminder
Children should not arrive earlier than 8.20am, for Bagel Breakfast club from 8.25am - 8.35am

School gates close at precisely 8:50am. After this time, entrance is via the school office 
and parents will need to sign your child/children in using the screen.
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Autism Post Diagnosis Workshops

Description
Our free workshops provide information and support to Bexley parents and carers following their child or young person's diagnosis.

They are co-presented by Karen Upton who is a retired Bexley GP with family and friends who are autistic and Stacey Yusuf, Project Coordinator for
Bexley Voice & Bexley Mencap Trustee.

In the first part, Karen explains some terms you may have heard and gives some practical strategies to help communicate with your child and in the
second part Stacey shares information about resources and support you can get, local to Bexley and nationally. 

Please note the age ranges are a guide to how the session will be focused and we leave it to you to determine which would be best for you.

Why attend?
We understand that following an autism diagnosis, parents and carers have many feelings, thoughts and conflicting emotions. No two people are
the same, but some of the common themes we often hear include:

Relief that this is not something I have done wrong
Relief, that there may be some help for me and my child
Questions about what it will mean for my child
Questions about what it will mean for me and my family
Sadness, at the loss of the future I may not even have been aware I expected for my child
Anger, about people who thought my parenting was causing my child’s behaviour or people who have treated me, or my child, badly
Fear for the future
Vindication – people did not take my concerns seriously
Confusion about what to do next
There must be some mistake

We understand that parents and carers need a period of adjustment, but also that there is a need for support, as early as possible, after diagnosis.
We are therefore offering parents with a recently diagnosed child the opportunity to attend a workshop. This short session is intended to help those
who need it, to understand a little more about the autism spectrum and to signpost you to support that is available locally and online, if and when
you feel you need it. 

Where are they held? 
The workshops are held online and in person either during the day or in the evening. 
In person: Bexley Voice Office, Learning & Enterprise College, 5 Brampton Road, Bexleyheath, DA7 4EZ 
 Online: via Microsoft TEAMS sessions from your home (you may need to download the app to your laptop or phone)

Who can attend?
They are available to Bexley Voice members. If you are not a member, click here to apply to join (free membership is open to parents and carers of
children or young people with special needs or disabilities who live in the Bexley borough and/or attend a Bexley borough educational setting).
When are they held?
Various. See below.

Do I need to book?
Yes, spaces are limited. You will need to complete the booking form on our events calendar. 
Although the workshops are provided free of charge, they do require Bexley Voice resources to run (finances and volunteer time), so it is very
important that any registered places are taken up. If you know that you cannot attend a session, for which you have registered, we respectfully
request that you let us know in advance, so that we can either offer someone else a space or postpone the session. If you need to cancel on the day,
due to unforeseen circumstances, please let us know as soon as possible, even if this is after the event. We understand fully that on the day there
can be emergencies which mean people cannot attend sessions for which they have registered.

Please contact:
Stacey.yusuf@bexleyvoice.org.uk 

https://bexleyvoice.org.uk/bexleyvoice/support-for-parents-and-carers/support/parent-and-carer-membership-2/
mailto:Stacey.yusuf@bexleyvoice.org.uk
mailto:Stacey.yusuf@bexleyvoice.org.uk


Jesunifemi (Nife) is a dedicated young trumpeter and clarinettist from Bexley Music Service who has a real passion for
music, and has been making excellent progress since starting his Scholarship in 2024. At just aged 9, he has been
working towards Grade 7 (wow!) - working on difficult repertoire such as Danza Alegre by Moszkowski and FUNK by
Vizzutti. His tutor tells us they have been also been incorporating the history of music (relevant to the pieces he is
studying) to his lessons as well as technique, sight reading, advanced rhythms and posture.

Nife is a valued member of Bexley Music Service’s Concert Orchestra where he plays clarinet, but has also been
flourishing in the more advanced group, Bexley Youth Band, on the trumpet. He performed brilliantly with his
ensembles at the Festival of Music in the Fairfield Halls at the end of his Spring term.

Nife’s twin sister, Kinfeosi, is also a London Music Fund Scholar, and they both continue to challenge each other to
progress, practice and play harder pieces.

We asked Jesunifemi how he has been finding his Scholarship.
What has been your favourite moment of your Scholarship so far?
‘I enjoyed playing music with other people. It has inspired me to work even harder in my music, and for that, I am truly
grateful.’
What are you looking forward to most this coming year?
‘Going on tour with my music school for the second year because I know it would be a good and fun experience.’
What are your musical goals for the future?
‘I would like to be a professional musician so that I can play in different concerts’
What is your current favourite song and why?
‘'California Gurls' by Katy Perry, because it's rhythmically good, fun, happy, and catchy.’
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We are incredibly proud of Nife who has been awarded the prestigious title of May Scholar of the Month by the London
Music Fund who featured the following article on their website: https://www.londonmusicfund.org/news/may-scholar-
of-the-month-jesunifemi
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