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Dear  Pa ren t s  and  Ca re r s ,

I  hope  you  a l l  en j oyed  the  ha l f  t e rm  b reak  w i th  you r  ch i l d r en  and  took  advan tage  o f  t he  good
weathe r !  The  f i r s t  week  back  has  been  a s  busy  a s  eve r  w i th  ch i l d r en  f i nd i ng  ou t  t he i r  new  top i c s
and  co re  t e x t s .  P l ease  r ead  on  i n  t he  news le t t e r  t o  hea r  a l l  abou t  t he i r  e x c i t i ng  hook  s e s s i ons !

We  we l comed  two  KS1  mode ra to r s  f o rm  the  l o ca l  au tho r i t y  t o  W i l l ow  Bank  on  Thu r sday  who  l ooked
a t  ch i l d r en ’ s  books  and  spoke  to  s ta f f  r ega rd i ng  ou r  t eache r  a s se s sment s  f o r  t h i s  a cadem i c  yea r .  I
am  p roud  to  say  t he i r  f e edback  was  e x t r eme ly  pos i t i v e ,

“Many  pos i t i v e s .  E v i dence  was  s t rong  a c ro s s  a l l  a r ea s .  Wr i t i ng  e v i dence  was  pa r t i c u la r l y  s t rong .
Bu i l d  up  to  wr i t i ng  v e ry  e v i den t  and  p rog re s s i on  was  v e ry  c l ea r .  I nnova t i on  i n  ch i l d r en ’ s  w r i t i ng .
En thus i a sm  and  s tam ina  fo r  w r i t i ng  v e ry  e v i den t .  Ma th s  e v i dence  aga in ,  v e ry  comprehens i v e… ”

I t  has  a l so  been  a  week  o f  new  expe r i en ce s  and  adven tu re  f o r  ou r  Yea r  6  ch i l d r en  a s  t hey
have  been  en j oy i ng  a  r e s i den t i a l  t r i p  t o  Mar chan t ’ s  H i l l  PGL  Ac t i v i t y  Cen t r e .  The  ch i l d r en
l e f t  s choo l  on  Wednesday  morn i ng  and  have  been  en j oy i ng  a  range  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c lud i ng
ra f t  bu i l d i ng ,  r i f l e  shoo t i ng ,  c l imb ing  and  a r che r y !  They  a l so  en j oyed  songs  a round  the
campf i r e  wh i l e  mak ing  memor i e s  t o  l a s t  a  l i f e t ime .  Meanwh i l e  t he  Yea r  6  ch i l d r en  tha t  have
been  a t  s choo l  have  been  ve r y  busy  ga rden ing-  weed ing  and  p lan t i ng  to  improve  ou r  s choo l
env i r onment ,  mak ing  p i z zas ,  de s i gn i ng  and  mak ing  c lay  po t s ,  suppo r t i ng  t he  younge r
ch i l d r en  a t  b r eak t ime  on  the  p layg round  and  en joy i ng  a  mov i e  and  popco rn  a f t e rnoon !

P lease  do  l ook  a t  ou r  Facebook  and  Tw i t t e r  pos t s  t o  s ee  what  t he  ch i l d r en  have  been  up  to .  

Have  a  l ove l y  weekend  –  i t  i s  go i ng  to  be  a  warm one !  

Be s t  w i shes ,
Mr s  O ld f i e ld  and  the  WBP  Team

Reminde r  t o  make  su re  ch i l d r en  a re  wear i ng  sun  c r eam nex t  week  and  have  the i r  wate r  bo t t l e s
eve r yday .
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We have  been  r ead i ng  ou r  new  t e x t
“ F rom My  W i ndow”  by  O tav i o
Jun i o r .  We  have  been  p red i c t i ng
what  t he  book  m i gh t  be  abou t  f r om
look i ng  a t  p i c tu r e s  f r om the  t e x t .
We  have  a sked  l o t s  o f  ques t i ons
and  u sed  p i c tu r e s  t o  i n f e r  what  i s
happen i ng  and  d i s cu s sed  how  the
cha rac t e r s  a r e  f ee l i ng .

We  have  a l so  r e sea r ched  abou t
B raz i l i an  beaches  and  a re  l ook i ng
fo rward  to  ou r  e x c i t i ng  hook  l e s son
on  Monday !  

Year 2

Th i s  t e rm  ou r  wr i t i ng  f ea tu re s  a  book  ca l l ed  Os s i r i  and  the  Ba la
Meng ro .  Th i s  i s  abou t  a  g i r l  f r om a  t rave l l e r  commun i t y  and  a s  i t  i s
Gypsy ,  Roma  and  T rave l l e r  H i s to r y  Mon th  we  e xp lo red  the  cu l tu r e
and  h i s to r y  o f  t he  t rave l l i ng  commun i t y .  We  l ea rned  abou t  t he i r
con t r i bu t i ons  t o  a r t ,  mus i c  and  s to r y t e l l i ng  and  what  s i m i la r i t i e s
we  cou ld  s ee  i n  t he  book .  We  w i l l  a l so  be  ge t t i ng  a  v i s i t o r  f r om th i s
commun i t y  l a t e r  t h i s  month !

Year 1

EYFS

Recep t i on  had  a  f an tas t i c  day  on
the i r  hook  day .  We  spen t  t he
morn i ng  e xp lo r i ng  t he  I nd i an
cu l tu re ,  we  l ea rned  some
Bo l l ywood  danc i ng  and  made
D i wa l i  D i yas .
We  w i l l  con t i nue  to  e xp lo re  t he
I nd i an  cu l tu r e  t h roughou t
Summer  2 .  
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As  pa r t  o f  ou r  H i s to r y  hook  l e s son  i n  Yea r  4 ,
ch i l d r en  conduc ted  r e sea r ch  on  the  h i s to r y  o f
the  V i k i ng s ,  i n c lud i ng  i n fo rmat i on  on  the i r
backg round ,  a c compl i shment s ,  and
s i gn i f i can t  a r t e fa c t s .  A s  a  c r ea t i v e  a c t i v i t y  ,
t hey  s k i l l f u l l y  c ra f t ed  the i r  own  V i k i ng
sh i e ld s  u s i ng  ca rdboa rd ,  embe l l i s h i ng  t hem
wi th  d i s t i n c t  pa i n t ed  a r twork  t o  s ymbo l i s e
the  V i k i ng  war r i o r s .

Year 4

I n  Yea r  5  we  a re  r ead i ng  M i chae l
Morpu rgo ' s  f an tas t i c  book  -  K i ng  o f
the  C loud  Fo re s t  -wh i ch  i s  s e t
a round  Moun t  Eve re s t .  
We  had  g rea t  f un  c r ea t i ng  ' v i r a l
v i deos '  o f  a  Ye t i  spo t t ed  i n  t he
g rounds  o f  W i l l owbank  P r i mary
Schoo l . . . . . have  you  spo t t ed  h i m  ?

Year 5

Year 6

Year 3Year 3 are reading ‘Roman
Diary – The journal of Iliona’
written by Richard Platt as
part of their ‘Failed Caesar’
topic. This term they came
into school to find some
strange items that have
appeared in their
classrooms. The children
had to put their thinking
caps on and investigate
what the items were and
who they belonged to soon
to discover they belonged to
the main character of their
new core text for this term.
They dived deep into their
new topic of Romans by
researching and acting out
scenes that would have
taken place in ancient
Rome! 

Year 6 have enjoyed 3
wonderful days at
Marchants Hill PGL

Centre. They have showed
courage and resilience as

they have been
challenged by new

experiences.
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 98.0% Yew - 92.0%

Hornbeam - 96.0% Mulberry - 96.0%

Alder - 100% Redwood - 97.0%

  Laburnum - 95.5% Almond - 93.6%

Hazel - 95.4% Walnut - 93.8%

Larch - 98.2% Sycamore - 99.6%

THUNK OF THE WEEK

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

OUR CORE VALUE FOR SUMMER 1 - 



CURIOSITY

Don’t forget that your child should be reading with you every day at
home and sign in the diary when you have done so. It is helpful to
write which page they have read up to and maybe even a short
comment on how well they did with reading/answering questions.
Adults will be checking reading records everyday.

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  R e a d  w i t h  M e  v o l u n t e e r s  a t
W i l l o w  B a n k !  T h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  v i s i t  o u r  E Y F S ,
K S 1  a n d  K S 2  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n
r e a d .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  u s
f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  a n  h o u r  e a c h  w e e k ,  t h e n  p l e a s e
p o p  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d
p i c k  u p  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k .

EYFS and KS1 Parent Reading Morning
Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 
Upcoming event 

Class/Group photo's 23rd June 2023


