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Willow Bank Primary

Dear  Pa ren t s  and  Ca re r s ,

Thank  you  a l l  f o r  a t t end i ng  ou r  ve r y  f i r s t
W i l l ow  Bank  A round  the  Wor ld  Fe s t i va l  l a s t
F r i day .  I t  was  f an tas t i c  t o  s ee  ou r  s choo l
commun i t y  com i ng  toge the r  t o  en j oy  an
a f t e rnoon  o f  en te r ta i nment ,  good  f ood  and
t rad i t i ona l  games  toge the r .  Thank  you  to  t hose
o f  you  tha t  dona ted  f ood  and  cakes  f o r  ou r  f ood
s ta l l ,  o r  i t ems  u sed  a s  p r i z e s ,  

we  cou ldn ’ t  have  done  i t  w i t hou t  you r  suppo r t !  We  a re  p l eased  to
i n fo rm  you  tha t  we  ra i s ed  ove r  £1700  f o r  t he  s choo l  wh i ch  w i l l  be  u sed
to  p rov i de  add i t i ona l  r e sou r ce s  and  e x c i t i ng  l ea rn i ng  e xpe r i en ce s  f o r
the  ch i l d r en .  I t  was  a l so  wonde r fu l  t o  s ee  t he  ch i l d r en  wea r i ng  c l o the s
to  r ep re sen t  t he i r  cu l tu r e ,  i l l u s t ra t i ng  what  a  d i ve r se  commun i t y  we
se r ve .

Ch i l d r en  we re  a l so  ve r y  busy  i n  t he i r  c l a s s rooms  l ea rn i ng  abou t  d i f f e r en t
cu l tu r e s  and  a r t i s t s  f r om a round  the  wor ld  and  u s i ng  t h i s  l ea rn i ng  to
i n sp i r e  t he i r  own  a r t  ou t comes .  P l ease  do  take  a  l ook  a t  t he  i n c r ed i b l e
a r twork  and  ac t i v i t i e s  t ha t  have  taken  p la ce  ove r  t he  pas t  two  weeks  i n
th i s  week ’ s  news le t t e r .  

Ou r  EYFS/KS1  spo r t s  day  was  a l so  a  huge  su c ce s s  on  Thu r sday  morn i ng .
Thank  you  to  a l l  t he  pa ren t s  t ha t  came  a long  to  chee r  t he  ch i l d r en  on
and  Ms  Omol lo  f o r  o rgan i s i ng  eve r y th i ng  so  e f f i c i en t l y .  The  ch i l d r en  d i d
themse l ve s  p roud  compet i ng  i n  a  range  o f  r a ce s  f r om egg  and  spoon  to
sp r i n t s .  The  w i nn i ng  house  was  Hawk i ng !  We  a re  l ook i ng  f o rward  to  t he
Key  S tage  2  Spo r t s  Day  due  to  take  p la ce  on  Monday  17 th  Ju l y  f r om
9 :30am.

We  a re  l ook i ng  f o rward  to  s ee i ng  ou r  Yea r  6  p roduc t i on  o f  The  L i on  K i ng
nex t  week !  The  ch i l d r en  have  been  ve r y  busy  r ehea r s i ng  t he i r  l i n e s  and
songs  and  Y6  pa ren t s  a r e  i n v i t ed  to  t he  pe r fo rmance  on  Thu r sday  13 th
Ju l y  ( doo r s  w i l l  open  a t  5 : 00pm) .  A  l e t t e r  w i l l  be  s en t  t o  a l l  Y6  pa ren t s
i n fo rm i ng  you  o f  t he  de ta i l s .  

Thank  you  a s  a lways  f o r  you r  ongo i ng  suppo r t .

Be s t  w i she s ,
Mr s  O ld f i e ld  and  the  WBP  Team 

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
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This half term we celebrated Art and Diversity Fortnight within our curriculum, whereby each
year group had a country/continent to explore and be inspired to create Art and learn

something specific about their culture. We ended the fortnight by bringing the community
together at our Willow Bank Around the World Festival and we were blown away by the

outcome. We would like to say a huge thank you to all the parents that contributed their own
culture food for us all to share and those who donated sweets and drinks.

We can't wait for next year - bigger and better!  
Here are some pictures from the day. 

WE RAISEDWE RAISED
£1785£1785

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
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Year 2

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

Year 1

In Year 2, our focus was on Brazil, South America. 
 For our Art outcome we were inspired by the

Brazilian ‘pop artist’ Lobo, who merges inspiration
from collage, silhouettes and vivid colours. 

Our main outcome focused on the aspect of collage,
where the children used a layering technique with

coloured paper and card.  
For our diversity outcome, we looked at carnival,

comparing the modern and historical. The children
loved the vivid colours and pageantry and were very

excited to hear we have our own Notting Hill
carnival... hopefully they get to go one day! 

Year 1 focussed on Travellers from Europe this
year for Art and Diversity Fortnight. We explored

printing and dying fabrics and used our
knowledge of patterns, to create our wonderful

tassel art that we have displayed on our art
board. In our diversity lessons we learned how to

make Xarista (fried cornbread) which some
travellers enjoy. We enjoyed the Xarista and
thought it was similar in taste to waffles! 

EYFS

In Reception for Art and Diversity fortnight, we learnt all about the Indian culture and were
inspired by the bright colours and spices! We learnt about Holi Fest, henna and the children even

made their own home made traditional curry using chickpeas and vegetables, check out our
recipe. It was delicious!

Our Art was inspired by the artist Marla Olmstead, we explored her painting style by creating
spiral art, flick painting and building layers. 
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Year 6Year 5
In Year 5, our inspiration was drawn from China.

In Art we looked at the artist Chen Jialing and
explored creating blossoms and branches of

cherry trees. We then focused on Tai Chi thinking
about mindful movement and created our own
sequences. Finally, we made Keynotes about

China and tourist trailers encouraging people to
visit this amazing country.

For Art and Diversity fortnight year 6 were
inspired by Ghanaian artist, El Anatsui and

designed their own African–inspired patterns
using digital media - the children studied the

colours, shapes and geometrical designs before
creating their own. We then used our designs to
construct 3D necklaces using mixed materials,

including paper, wire and glass beads.

Year 4
As part of Art & Diversity week in Year 4, we explored
Denmark and learned about its famous food, culture,

and other well-known industries. We had the
pleasure of tasting different varieties of Danish

bread, as it is an essential part of the Danish diet. We
then incorporated Food Technology by producing our
own bread! In Art, we created monoprints that were
inspired by Maija Isola's artwork and studied several
mono-printing techniques, such as trace, stencil, and

subtractive monoprints. We even sold many of our
designs at the Around the World Festival. 

Year 3

During Art and Diversity Week, Year 3 have
been learning all about Italy. We have

explored their amphitheatres and created
small scenes to re-enact, based on

characters from our book this term ‘Iliona:
The Journal of Iliona; A Young Roman

Slave’. With our focus on Italy we explored
creating mosaic tiles. We designed, tiled

and grouted them ourselves.
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Next week:
Tuesday 11th July 2023 (1:30pm) - Y6 Dental
Health Nurse
Thursday 13th July 2023 (Doors open at 5pm)-
Y6 Performance to parents.

July 2023 dates:
Monday 17th July 2023 (09:30-11.00) - KS2
Sports Day.
Wednesday 19th July (6pm - 8pm) -  Leavers
Disco. 
Thursday 20th July  (2pm) - R Magnolia
Graduation Assembly
Friday 21st July 2023 - Last day of term.

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

Key Dates





DIY vocal instruments for kids
Sunday 9th July, 11am-2pm, The Nest, Cygnet
Square, SE2 9FA
Suitable for 1-16 year olds and their families -
Free but booking essential at
https://taco.org.uk/DIY-Vocal-instruments
Ever wanted to sound like a robot or change
your voice?
Join artist Jenny Pengilly to learn how to adapt
your voice with vocal exploration games and
make voice changing instruments inspired by
vocoders, kazoos, echo-mics, talk boxes and
voice disguisers.

Fo r  m ore  i n fo r m a t i o n  a bou t  w hat ' s
happ en ing  i n  Be x l ey  L i b r a r i e s  t h i s

summe r  -
h t tp s : / / a re n a . yo u r l ondo n l i b r a r y . n e t

/w e b/be x l ey / summer- re a d i ng -
cha l l e ng e
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This week Mrs Edgar met with our Attendance Ambassadors to discuss ideas to celebrate children with 100% attendance
this year. We currently have 28 children with 100% attendance. We are looking forward to sharing how we are going

celebrate very soon!
                                                

                            Current whole school attendance                                                    Target 96%                                                    
                            






   Celebrating Attendance



At Willow Bank we currently have 28 children who have 100% attendance and 122 children with 96% and above
attendance. This year at the end of each term, we celebrate their success with an afternoon of popcorn, milkshake, and a

film. 



Punctuality 
We appreciate the efforts that our Parents and Carers make to get their children into school on time. Poor punctuality can
affect learning and behaviour. The start of the day is when the teacher informs the class of what the day ahead will look

like. Learning begins from the moment they enter the classroom. It is not only the pupil who is late that is affected. It has an
impact on all other learners if a child walks in late, as the teacher is then required to recap on missing learning for that

child. This reduces learning time for the rest of the class. It is important that you get your child into school on time. 



• Gates open at 8.40am and close at 8.50am
• Late arrival is any time after 8.50am
• Arrival after 10am is recorded as unauthorised.



What do the punctuality figures show?














Absence through illness



We understand and appreciate that children can become unwell and that it is not always easy to decide whether to send
them into school or keep them at home. If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school office on 0208
320 1900 extension 1 before 9am with full details of your child’s illness/symptoms. If we do not hear from you, we will ring
you to find out why your child is not in school. Medical Appointments - We request that, where possible, routine medical
and dentist appointments are arranged outside school hours as these appointments will affect your child’s percentage

attendance. We do understand that some appointments, such as hospital consultations, are not always possible to arrange
outside of school hours. However, if your appointment time allows your child to come to school for registration and then
leave, this will have a positive impact on their attendance figure. Likewise, if they can be back in school for afternoon

registration at 1.30pm. 



What do the attendance figures show? 

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

A T T E N D A N C E  N E W S L E T T E R
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 94.0% Yew - 89.0%

Hornbeam - 98.0% Mulberry - 96.0%

Alder - 92.0% Redwood - 96.0%

  Laburnum - 92.0% Almond - 91.0%

Hazel - 97.0% Walnut - 93.0%

Larch - 96.0% Sycamore - 90.0%

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

Don’t forget that your child should be reading with you every day at
home and sign in the diary when you have done so. It is helpful to
write which page they have read up to and maybe even a short
comment on how well they did with reading/answering questions.
Adults will be checking reading records everyday.

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  R e a d  w i t h  M e  v o l u n t e e r s  a t
W i l l o w  B a n k !  T h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  v i s i t  o u r  E Y F S ,
K S 1  a n d  K S 2  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n
r e a d .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  u s
f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  a n  h o u r  e a c h  w e e k ,  t h e n  p l e a s e
p o p  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d
p i c k  u p  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k .

EYFS and KS1 Parent Reading Morning
Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 


