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D e a r  P a r e n t s  a n d  C a r e r s ,

I  h o p e  y o u  a r e  a l l  w e l l .  W e  w e r e  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  o u r  n e w  B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  t a s t e r
s e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  h a l l  t h i s  w e e k .  E a c h  d a y  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c o m e  i n  b e f o r e
s c h o o l  t o  e n j o y  a  f r e s h l y  t o a s t e d  b a g e l  o r  a  b o w l  o f  c e r e a l .  F r o m  M o n d a y  6 t h  M a r c h ,  t h e
B r e a k f a s t  C l u b  w i l l  b e  o p e n  t o  a l l  c h i l d r e n  e v e r y  d a y  f r o m  t h e  s l i g h t l y  l a t e r  t i m e  o f
8 : 2 5 - 8 : 4 0 a m .  T h e r e  i s  n o  b o o k i n g  r e q u i r e d  o r  a n y t h i n g  t o  p a y ,  j u s t  b r i n g  y o u r  c h i l d  t o
s c h o o l  a n d  r e g i s t e r  t h e m  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  h a l l  e n t r a n c e  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e m  t o  a t t e n d .
H a v i n g  a  h e a l t h y  b r e a k f a s t  e a c h  d a y  e n a b l e s  c h i l d r e n  t o  t h i n k  a n d  l e a r n  b e t t e r  i n  c l a s s
a n d  a l s o  g i v e s  t h e m  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c h a t  t o  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  i n  a  w a r m ,  s a f e  e n v i r o n m e n t
w i t h  f a m i l i a r  a d u l t s .  

W e  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  b u s y  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  l u n c h t i m e  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g
m o r e  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  t r a i n i n g  p l a y l e a d e r s  t o  l e a d  s m a l l  g a m e s  t o  e n g a g e  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  A s
w e  m o v e  i n t o  t h e  w a r m e r  m o n t h s ,  w e  h a v e  p l a n s  t o  e x t e n d  t h i s  f u r t h e r  b y  h a v i n g  s e t
a c t i v i t i e s  e a c h  F r i d a y  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n d  e a r n  t h e m s e l v e s  H o u s e  P o i n t s .

W e  h a v e  s e e n  a  h u g e  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  c h i l d r e n  w e a r i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t  u n i f o r m  t o  s c h o o l  o n
P E  d a y s  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  w i t h  t h i s  a s  i t  h a s  m a d e  a
c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s  s e n s e  o f   b e l o n g i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l .  W e  w i l l
c o n t i n u e  t o  m o n i t o r  t h i s  c l o s e l y  a s  w e  f e e l  t h e  p r i d e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  i n  t h e i r  u n i f o r m
r e f l e c t s  t h e  h i g h  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w e  h a v e  o f  t h e m  i n  a l l  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  a n d
b e h a v i o u r  a t  W i l l o w  B a n k .

F i n a l l y ,  a s  w e  h a v e  p a s s e d  t h e  h a l f w a y  p o i n t  o f  t h e  y e a r ,  i t  i s  s t i l l  a s  i m p o r t a n t  a s  e v e r
t h a t  c h i l d r e n  a r e  b r o u g h t  t o  s c h o o l  o n  t i m e  e v e r y  d a y .  C o m i n g  i n  l a t e  s e t s  t h e  d a y  o f f  o n
t h e  w r o n g  f o o t  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a s  t h e y  m i s s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  m o r n i n g  r o u t i n e  a n d  e a r l y  m o r n i n g
w o r k .  I f  t h i s  i s  a  r e g u l a r  o c c u r r e n c e ,  t h e  i m p a c t  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  a n d
l e a r n i n g  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  p e e r s .  W e  w a n t  e v e r y  c h i l d  a t  W i l l o w  B a n k  t o  m a x i m i s e  e v e r y
m i n u t e  t h e y  a r e  i n  s c h o o l  a s  t h i s  a l s o  s e t s  t h e m  u p  f o r  p o s i t i v e  r o u t i n e s  l a t e r  i n  l i f e .
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  w i t h  t h i s .



W i s h i n g  y o u  a l l  a  r e l a x i n g  w e e k e n d .
B e s t  w i s h e s ,



M r s  O l d f i e l d  
H e a d t e a c h e r

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
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EYFS Yea r  1

Y e a r  2 Ye a r  3

In year 1 the children have been
developing their skills of

patterns and have consolidated
primary colours and started to

learn about secondary colours. 
The children were inspired by

the artist Yoni Alter.  

In Reception the children
have been working on their

skills of cutting and also
using primary colours to

make patterns. 

In year 2 the children explored the the intricate
designs of different African textiles, linking to
their topic – Hakuna Matata. They developed

skills used in the textiles industry such as
threading, stitching, joining and cutting. The

children enjoyed researching the different types
of fabrics and materials that would best suit

their design!

This week we are looking at art and design that took place last half term. It has been wonderful to see the
children valuing the process in their sketch books - inspiring, exploring and practicing.

Last half term year 3
were  inspired by

Lascaux cave paintings
and thoroughly enjoyed
stepping back in time

and creating art from the
stone age. 
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Yea r  4

Ye a r  6

Ye a r  5

In year 4 the children were looking at the artist Monet. they used a range of oil
pastels to create seascapes and different tonal drawings of different sea life. 

 

Last half term Year 5 were
learning about the origins of

chocolate and the importance of
fair trade and chocolates cultural
significance in North America. So

in DT the children made cross
curricular links with maths

designing their very own chocolate
boxes! 




Year 6 were inspired by refugee artist, Alwy
Fadhel. The children looked at gradients and

tones and used coffee to create their art work. 
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INCLUSION AT WILLOW BANK 



K e e p i n g  C h i l d r e n  S a f e



O n  W e d n e s d a y  w e  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  w e l c o m i n g
M o l l y ,  L a m a r  a n d  M a t t  f r o m  t h e  B e x l e y  Y o u t h
E n g a g e m e n t  T e a m  f o r  d e l i v e r i n g  a  w h o l e  s c h o o l
a s s e m b l y  a n d  a  c h i l d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  w o r k s h o p  f o r  y e a r s  5
a n d  6 .  

T h e  t e a m  d i s c u s s e d  w h a t  b u l l y i n g  i s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n l i n e
b u l l y i n g  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  i t .  
T h e  c h i l d r e n  g o t  t o  d i s c u s s  a n d  a n s w e r  q u e s t i o n s  o n
h o w  t o  s t a y  s a f e  i n  s c h o o l .  

Y e a r  5  a n d  6  w e r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  r e c e i v i n g
g i f t s  f r o m  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s .  

W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  i n v i t i n g  t h e  Y o u t h  E n g a g e m e n t
T e a m  b a c k  i n  s o o n .  

A t  W i l l o w  B a n k  w e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  o u r  c o r e  v a l u e s :  r e s p e c t ,  i n t e g r i t y ,  k i n d n e s s ,
r e s i l i e n c e ,  a s p i r a t i o n ,  a n d  c u r i o s i t y  a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  b u i l d i n g  p o s i t i v e
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  e x c e l l e n t  l e a r n i n g  b e h a v i o u r s  w i t h i n  o u r  s c h o o l  c o m m u n i t y .
O u r  v i s o n  a t  W i l l o w  B a n k  i s  t o  c r e a t e  a  s p a c e  f o r  o u r  s t u d e n t s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o
r e f l e c t  o n  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  a n d  s e l f -  r e g u l a t e  t h e i r  e m o t i o n .  T o  p r o m o t e  s e l f -
r e g u l a t i o n ,  w e  h a v e  r e f l e c t i o n  z o n e s  w i t h  v i s u a l s  t o  s u p p o r t  s t u d e n t s  s t e p  b y
s t e p  w i t h  k n o w i n g  h o w  t h e y ’ r e  f e e l i n g  a n d  h o w  t h e y  c a n  r e a c h  a  c a l m  s t a t e  o f
m i n d .  W e  u s e  a  p o s i t i v e  a p p r o a c h  w h e r e  w e  c e l e b r a t e  g o o d  t h i n g s  n o t i c e d  s u c h
a s  p o s t c a r d s  h o m e ,  h o u s e  p o i n t s  a n d  g o l d e n  w r i s t  b a n d s .

W e  h a v e  h a v e  a l s o  a d o p t e d  t h e  s t a g e d ,
c o n s i s t e n t  a p p r o a c h  t o  b e h a v i o u r .   
                  
S t e p  1 :  R u l e  r e m i n d e r .  
S t e p  2 :  W a r n i n g ,  
S t e p  3 :  R e f l e c t i o n  t i m e  i n  c l a s s ,  
S t e p  4 :  R e f l e c t i o n  t i m e  i n  p a r t n e r  c l a s s ,  
S t e p  5 :  R E S E T ,  R E S T O R E  a n d  R E T U R N  t o
L E S S O N .

T h e s e  s t e p s  a l l o w  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e l f - c o r r e c t
b e h a v i o r  b e f o r e  r e a c h i n g  t h e  l a s t  s t e p s .

A b o v e  i s  a  p i c t u r e  o f  o n e  o f  o u r  c l a s s r o o m
r e f l e c t i o n  t a b l e s .  A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  w e  t r y  t o
c r e a t e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a t  i s  c a l m  a n d
w e l c o m i n g  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s .
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e a d  t h e  f u l l  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e
R e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  B e h a v i o u r  p o l i c y ,  p l e a s e  g o
t o  t h e  W i l l o w  B a n k  w e b s i t e  t o  v i e w  p o l i c y .

 “ I  g e t  a n g r y
s o m e t i m e s ,  b u t  I  u s e

t h e  z o n e s  s h e e t  t o
c o u n t d o w n  u n t i l  I

f e e l  c a l m .  I t s  g o o d ” .  
Y e a r  2  



3 R D  M A R C H  2 0 2 3 ,  I S S U E  2 1

Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia -85.4% Yew - 93.2%

Hornbeam - 95.5% Mulberry 94.4 %

Alder - 87.8% Redwood - 93.2%

Laburnum - 89.8% Almond - 97.8%

Hazel - 93.8% Walnut - 94.3%

Larch - 98% Sycamore - 85.7%


 


THUNK OF THE WEEK

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

Don’t forget that your child
should be reading with you
every day at home and
sign in the diary when you
have done so. It is helpful
to write which page they
have read up to and
maybe even a short
comment on how well they
did with
reading/answering
questions. Adults will be
checking reading records
everyday.

EYFS and KS1 Parent
Reading Morning

Every Thursday from
8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers
welcome! 

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  R e a d  w i t h  M e  v o l u n t e e r s
a t  W i l l o w  B a n k !  T h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  v i s i t  o u r
E Y F S ,  K S 1  a n d  K S 2  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o
o u r  c h i l d r e n  r e a d .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  u s  f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  a n
h o u r  e a c h  w e e k ,  t h e n  p l e a s e  p o p  i n t o  t h e
o f f i c e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  p i c k  u p
o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k .



How does a healthy 
breakfast make you feel?

Eating a breakfast makes a healthy

energy

difference 
join us for a free breakfast every


morning

Alert?

In a good

mood?

Full of 

Focused?

Able to

concentrate?
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H A V E  Y O U  G O T  A  C H I L D  B E T W E E N  T H E  A G E S  O F  2  A N D  4 ?

W E  H A V E  F R E E  S P A C E S  A V A I L A B L E

1 5  H O U R  A N D  3 0  H O U R  S P A C E S  A V A I L A B L E   

S E S S I O N  T I M E S

A L L  D A Y  8 : 4 5 A M -  3 : 4 5 P M



M O R N I N G  0 8 : 4 5 A M  –  1 1 : 4 5 A M     A F T E R N O O N  1 2 : 4 5 P M -  3 : 4 5 P M

T O D D L E S W O O D  P R E - S C H O O L  P R O V I D E S  A L L  D A Y  A N D

S E S S I O N A L  D A Y - C A R E  T O  C H I L D R E N  A G E D  2  Y E A R S  T O  4

Y E A R S  O L D .  W E  P R O V I D E  A  C H A N C E  F O R  A L L  C H I L D R E N  T O

P L A Y  A N D  L E A R N  I N  A  S A F E  A N D  S T I M U L A T I N G

E N V I R O N M E N T .  F O L L O W I N G  T H E  E Y F S  F R A M E W O R K ,

C H I L D R E N  G E T  T H E  B E S T  S T A R T  T O  T H E I R  E D U C A T I O N  A N D

G A I N  S K I L L S  T O  E N S U R E  T H E Y  A R E  S C H O O L  R E A D Y .  W E

W O R K  C L O S E L Y  W I T H  W I L L O W B A N K  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L  A S  W E

A R E  B A S E D  W I T H I N  T H E  S C H O O L ’ S  G R O U N D S .
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