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Willow Bank Primary

D e a r  P a r e n t s  a n d  C a r e r s ,

I  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  b e e n  e n j o y i n g  t h e  w a r m e r  w e a t h e r .  

W e  h a v e  e n j o y e d  a n o t h e r  b u s y  w e e k  a t  W i l l o w  B a n k .
C h i l d r e n  i n  M a g n o l i a  C l a s s  h a v e  b e e n  i n s p i r e d  b y  t h e i r  c o r e  t e x t ,  T h e  E x t r a o r d i n a r y  G a r d e n e r  b y  S a m
B o u g h t o n ,  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  h a r d  t o  i m p r o v e  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t  b y  p l a n t i n g  s e e d s  a n d
f l o w e r s  o n  t h e  g r a s s y  v e r g e  o u t s i d e  t h e  s c h o o l  h e l p e d  b y  P l a y  L e a d e r s  i n  Y e a r  5  a n d  6   .  P a s s e r s  b y  w e r e
v e r y  c o m p l i m e n t a r y  o f  t h e  n e w  f l o w e r  b e d  a n d  w e  h o p e  i t  s e r v e s  t o  b r i g h t e n  e v e r y o n e ’ s  d a y  o n  t h e i r  w a y
t o  a n d  f r o m  s c h o o l !

C h i l d r e n  i n  Y e a r  5  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  t r i p  t o  t h e  G r e e n w i c h  M a r i t i m e  M u s e u m  t h i s  w e e k ,  l i n k e d  t o  t h e i r  W o r l d
W a r  I I  t o p i c ,  L e s t  W e  F o r g e t .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  t h o r o u g h l y  e n j o y e d  t h e i r  d a y  a n d  w e r e  e x c e l l e n t  a m b a s s a d o r s
f o r  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h a n k  y o u  a l s o  t o  t h e  p a r e n t s  t h a t  s u p p o r t e d .

W e  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  b u s y  p l a n n i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  e x c i t i n g  e v e n t s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e
s u m m e r  t e r m .  A s  y o u  m a y  b e  a w a r e ,  o u r  Y e a r  6  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  e n j o y i n g  a  P G L  r e s i d e n t i a l  t r i p  a f t e r  h a l f
t e r m  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w i l l  b e  e n j o y i n g  a  r a n g e  o f  a c t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  a r c h e r y ,  t r a p e z e  s k i l l s ,  r a f t  b u i l d i n g
a n d  z i p  w i r e !  W e  k n o w  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  e n j o y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  o u r  v a l u e s  o f  r e s i l i e n c e ,  c u r i o s i t y  a n d
a s p i r a t i o n  a n d  t h e y  f a c e  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  m a k e  m e m o r i e s  t o  l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e .

C h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  p u b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  w r i t i n g  o u t c o m e s  f o r  t h i s  h a l f  t e r m  n e x t  w e e k  a n d  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d
t o  t h e m  b e i n g  d i s p l a y e d  a r o u n d  t h e  s c h o o l .  T h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  p a n e l  i s  k e p t  v e r y  b u s y  e v e r y  F r i d a y
a f t e r n o o n  l o o k i n g  a t  c h i l d r e n ’ s  b o o k s  t o  s e e  w h e t h e r  t h e i r  h a n d w r i t i n g  m e e t s  t h e  v e r y  s t r i c t  c r i t e r i a
n e e d e d  t o  g a i n  a  p e n  l i c e n c e  a n d  w e  k n o w  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  t r y i n g  t h e i r  b e s t  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e i r  v e r y  b e s t
o u t c o m e s .

T h i s  w e e k  i s  n a t i o n a l  ‘ W a l k  t o  S c h o o l ’  w e e k  a n d  M i s s  O m o l l o  l e d  a n  a s s e m b l y  t o  i n t r o d u c e  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  t o
c l a s s e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s c h o o l .  E v e r y  t i m e  y o u r  c h i l d  w a l k s  t o  o r  f r o m  s c h o o l ,  t h e y  e a r n  a   t i c k  t o w a r d s  t h e i r
c l a s s  t o t a l  a n d  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  f i n d i n g  o u t  w h i c h  c l a s s  w i l l  b e  c r o w n e d  t h e  W a l k  t o  S c h o o l
C h a m p i o n s !  

F i n a l l y ,  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  F r i d a y  2 6 t h  M a y  i s  a n  I N S E T  d a y  f o r  s t a f f ,  s o  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  t e r m  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l
b e  T h u r s d a y  2 5 t h  M a y .  

W i s h i n g  y o u  a l l  a  s u n n y  a n d  r e l a x i n g  w e e k e n d .
B e s t  w i s h e s ,
M r s  O l d f i e l d  a n d  t h e  W B P  T e a m  

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
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We wou ld  l i k e  t o  share
some amaz i ng  s c i e nce  done
by  ou r  fan tas t i c  ch i l d ren .  

T h i s  t e r m  t h e  c h i l d r e n   h a v e   s e t  u p  a
c a t e r p i l l a r  g r o w t h  n e t ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n
e x p l o r i n g  v i d e o  c l i p s  o f  c a t e r p i l l a r s .  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h i s
i n  r e a l  l i f e  a s  t h e i r  c a t e r p i l l a r s  h a v e
g r o w n  f r o m  1 c m  t o  9 c m  a n d  a r e
b e g i n n i n g  t o  c o c o o n  t h e m s e l v e s
p r e p a r i n g  t o  h a t c h  i n t o  b e a u t i f u l
b u t t e r f l i e s .

What i s  you r  favou r i t e  m i n i  beas t?  

EYFS

Key Stage 1 T h i s  t e r m ,  t h e  f o c u s  h a s  b e e n  Seasona l
Changes .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  f o c u s e d  o n  
 d i f f e r e n t  s e a s o n s  a n d  e x p l o r e d  t h e
c h a n g e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s
o f  t h e  y e a r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  
 u s e d  t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  s k i l l s  t o  c o n d u c t
a  f u n  e x p e r i m e n t  u s i n g   a  r a i n  g a u g e .

What i s  you r  favou r i t e  season?   

I n  Y e a r  2  c h i l d r e n  f o c u s e d  o n  Everyday
Mater i a l s .  T h i s  t e r m  t h e  c h i l d r e n  b u i l t  o n  t h e i r

p r i o r  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  m a t e r i a l s  t a u g h t  i n  t h e
A u t u m n  t e r m .  T h e y  h a v e  r e a l l y  e n j o y e d  u s i n g

t h e i r  s c i e n t i f i c  k n o w l e d g e  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d
c o m p a r e  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  o f  v a r i o u s

m a t e r i a l s .  



What proper t i e s  o f  p l a s t i c  can  you  th i nk  of?
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C h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  Forces .  T h e
c h i l d r e n  h a v e  e x p l o r e d   d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  f o r c e s
a s  w e l l  a s  i d e n t i f y i n g  w h e t h e r    d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s
o f  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  e i t h e r  m a g n e t i c  o r  n o n - m a g n e t i c .
A s  y o u  c a n  s e e  f r o m  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  t h e  c h i l d r e n
w e r e  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  e x p l o r e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s
o f  p u s h  a n d  p u l l  f o r c e s .

What i s  a  fo rce?  How wou l d  you  measure  th i s?  

Key Stage 2

C h i l d r e n  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  s t u d y i n g   States  of
Matter .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e   b e e n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e
d i f f e r e n t  s t a t e s  o f  m a t t e r  a n d  e x p l o r e d  h o w  
 t h e y  c a n  a l t e r  t h e  s h a p e  o f  t h e s e  p r o p e r t i e s
b y  c a r r y i n g  o u t  d i f f e r e n t  e x p e r i m e n t s .

How many  s ta tes  of  matter  a re  there?   

The Reception children have  been looking at
the environment and how to help things grow.
With help from Y5 & Y6 Play Leaders, they
enjoyed taking part in planting seeds and

flowers by the school fences. 

Keep Thamesmead clean

Don't be a litter bug
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A t  W i l l o w  B a n k  w e  f e e l  i t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o
l e a r n  m i n d f u l n e s s .  W h i c h  i s  a  t e c h n i q u e  t h e y  c a n  l e a r n  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s
n o t i c i n g  w h a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  a r o u n d  t h e m  a n d  b e i n g  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e
m o m e n t .  

b e c o m e  m o r e  s e l f - a w a r e
f e e l  c a l m e r  a n d  l e s s  s t r e s s e d
f e e l  m o r e  a b l e  t o  c h o o s e  h o w  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  y o u r  t h o u g h t s  a n d
f e e l i n g s
c o p e  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t  o r  u n h e l p f u l  t h o u g h t s
b e  k i n d e r  t o w a r d s  y o u r s e l f .

M i n d f u l n e s s  a i m s  t o  h e l p  y o u :

M i n d f u l n e s s  i s n ' t  j u s t  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  a n y o n e  a n d  e v e r y o n e  c a n  t a k e  p a r t .
U s e  t h i s  M e a n i n g f u l  M a y  d a i l y  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  h e l p  y o u  f e e l  g o o d  a n d  b e
p r e s e n t .  
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A coffee morning wil l  be held on Tuesday 23rd of May to
promte and answer quest ions you may have….






We look forward to meeting you al l   

K ids  dr i v i n g  you  nu t s?

Fee l  l i k e  you r  ch i l d ren  a re  the

Want  to  ta l k  t o  o ther  paren t s  who  fee l
the  same?

Parent  Suppor t  Group

 on l y  ones  who  don ’ t  behave?

T h e  H o r i z o n s  P a r e n t  S u p p o r t  G r o u p  o f f e r s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s
t o  s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  i d e a s  i n  a  s a f e  a n d  c o m f o r t a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  i s
n o t  a  p r o g r a m m e  t h a t  t e a c h e s  p a r e n t s  h o w  t o  p a r e n t ,  b u t  a  s u p p o r t  g r o u p  t h a t
o f f e r s  h e l p  a n d  a d v i c e  t h r o u g h  f u n  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n .

T h e  P a r e n t  S u p p o r t  G r o u p  i s  a  5  w e e k  p r o g r a m m e  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  h e l d  o n  a
T u e s d a y  a n d  T h u r s d a y .  T o p i c s  a r e  r e l e v a n t  f o r  t o d d l e r s  t o  t e e n a g e r s  s o  p a r e n t s
o f  c h i l d r e n  o f  a l l  a g e s  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  j o i n .  

M a n a g i n g  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  e m o t i o n s ,  B u i l d i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n ,  G o o d
h a b i t s  f o r  b e h a v i o u r ,  H o w  t o  c o p e  w h e n  t h i n g s  g o  w r o n g ,  U s i n g  r u l e s  a n d

r e w a r d s ,  R e s o l v i n g  c o n f l i c t ,  R e d u c i n g  p a r e n t a l  s t r e s s .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  t o  r e s e r v e  a  p l a c e  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m m e ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  
P a o l a  S i m  o n  0 2 0 8  3 1 2  2 7 4 6  e x t . 2 1 3  

o r
J e n n y  B e c k e t t  0 2 0 8  3 1 2  2 7 4 6  e x t .  2 0 7

O u r  f a c i l i t a t o r s  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  P a r e n t  P r a c t i c e  T r a i n i n g  f o r  T r a i n e r s
p r o g r a m m e  a n d  a r e  c e r t i f i e d  P a r e n t  P r a c t i c e  e d u c a t o r s .  

T H I S  W O R K S H O P  W I L L  B E  H E L D  A T  W I L L O W  B A N K  P R I M A R Y
S T A R T I N G  O N  T U E S D A Y  6 T H  J U N E  –  T H U R S D A Y  6 T H  J U L Y

9 : 0 0 A M  –  1 1 : 0 0 A M  
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 91.4% Yew - 92.7%

Hornbeam - 96.3% Mulberry - 96.8%

Alder - 94.0% Redwood - 95.2%

  Laburnum - 91.3% Almond - 96.3%

Hazel - 97.5% Walnut - 95.8%

Larch - 94.4% Sycamore - 97.6%

THUNK OF THE WEEK

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

OUR CORE VALUE FOR SUMMER 1 - 



ASPIRATION

Don’t forget that your child should be reading with you every day at
home and sign in the diary when you have done so. It is helpful to
write which page they have read up to and maybe even a short
comment on how well they did with reading/answering questions.
Adults will be checking reading records everyday.

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  R e a d  w i t h  M e  v o l u n t e e r s  a t
W i l l o w  B a n k !  T h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  v i s i t  o u r
E Y F S ,  K S 1  a n d  K S 2  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  o u r
c h i l d r e n  r e a d .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n
v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  u s  f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  a n  h o u r
e a c h  w e e k ,  t h e n  p l e a s e  p o p  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o
e x p r e s s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  p i c k  u p  o u r
a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k .

EYFS and KS1 Parent Reading Morning
Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 
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H o w  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  h e a d  l i c e
T r e a t  h e a d  l i c e  a s  s o o n  a s  y o u  s p o t  t h e m .  Y o u  c a n  t r e a t
h e a d  l i c e  w i t h o u t  s e e i n g  a  G P .
Y o u  s h o u l d  c h e c k  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  s t a r t
t r e a t i n g  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  h e a d  l i c e  o n  t h e  s a m e  d a y .
T h e r e ' s  n o  n e e d  t o  k e e p  y o u r  c h i l d  o f f  s c h o o l  i f  t h e y
h a v e  h e a d  l i c e .
W e t  c o m b i n g
L i c e  a n d  n i t s  c a n  b e  r e m o v e d  b y  w e t  c o m b i n g .
Y o u  c a n  b u y  a  s p e c i a l  f i n e - t o o t h e d  c o m b  ( d e t e c t i o n
c o m b )  o n l i n e  o r  f r o m  p h a r m a c i e s  t o  r e m o v e  h e a d  l i c e
a n d  n i t s .
T h e r e  m a y  b e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n  t h e  p a c k ,  b u t  u s u a l l y  y o u :
w a s h  h a i r  w i t h  o r d i n a r y  s h a m p o o
a p p l y  l o t s  o f  c o n d i t i o n e r  ( a n y  c o n d i t i o n e r  w i l l  d o )
c o m b  t h e  w h o l e  h e a d  o f  h a i r ,  f r o m  t h e  r o o t s  t o  t h e  e n d s
I t  u s u a l l y  t a k e s  a b o u t  1 0  m i n u t e s  t o  c o m b  s h o r t  h a i r ,
a n d  2 0  t o  3 0  m i n u t e s  f o r  l o n g ,  f r i z z y  o r  c u r l y  h a i r .
D o  w e t  c o m b i n g  o n  d a y s  1 ,  5 ,  9  a n d  1 3  t o  c a t c h  a n y
n e w l y  h a t c h e d  h e a d  l i c e .  C h e c k  a g a i n  t h a t  e v e r y o n e ' s
h a i r  i s  f r e e  o f  l i c e  o n  d a y  1 7 .

T i p s  f r o m  t h e  N H S  w e b s i t e :

Headlice 

T h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g  y o u  c a n  d o  t o  p r e v e n t  h e a d  l i c e .
Y o u  c a n  h e l p  s t o p  t h e m  s p r e a d i n g  b y  w e t  o r  d r y
c o m b i n g  r e g u l a r l y  t o  c a t c h  t h e m  e a r l y .
D o  n o t  u s e  m e d i c a t e d  l o t i o n s  a n d  s p r a y s  t o  p r e v e n t
h e a d  l i c e .  T h e y  c a n  i r r i t a t e  t h e  s c a l p .
T h e r e ' s  n o  n e e d  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  s t a y  o f f  s c h o o l  o r  t o
w a s h  l a u n d r y  o n  a  h o t  w a s h .

P r e v e n t i o n  t i p s :


