
 

 
 

Year 6 Autumn 2 – Crime Doesn’t Pay 
Topic Overview 
Students will get a chance to build on previous knowledge by looking at how crime and punishment has changed from the time of the Anglo-Saxons up until the abolishment 
of capital punishment in Britain. They will explore how law and order was maintained by the Saxons, how the jury system was set up and the Magna Carta and its 
consequences. They will also explore the Tudors and the conflict between Protestants and Catholics which led to the Gun Powder plot and treason. 

Hook 
Children will be invited to use their inference skills to examine clues in a crime scene and raise questions and create a hypothesis 
for what happened and to whom. 

Educational visit:  
Fencing lesson 
Clink museum 
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 Writing  Our core text will be the poem, The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes. Children will be writing a first-person 
narrative and a newspaper report based on the events at the inn. 

 Maths  We will simplify, compare, and order fractions as well as add, subtract, multiply, and divide fractions by 
integers. Also, we will find portions of an amount. Children will also learn about conversion of units. 

 Reading  We will be reading ‘Holes’ by Louis Sachar, focusing on making predictions, inference skills and figurative 
language. 

 Science  
We will investigate Electricity using expert scientific inquiry skills and record data of increasing complexity 

using scientific diagrams and labels; classification keys, tables, charts and graphs. Students will observe, 
compare, and explain how components function, including the brightness of bulbs, the loudness of buzzers, 

and the on/off position of switches.    

 History  We will be looking at how crime and punishment has changed from the time of the Anglo-Saxons up until the 
abolishment of capital punishment in Britain. 

 Art  We will explore how art can impart emotions in an observer, continue to develop our sketching skills, with a 
focus on using charcoal and chalk. Inspired by their topic, Crime Doesn’t Pay!  

 Music  We will continue to work with the music specialist teacher. 


